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The  Policy of the State of Chhattisgarh for  promotion and encouragement of 
cultural activities 

 

1  The State of Chhattigarh will not announce or impose any cultural policy. It will 
identify, recognize, document, revitalize present and disseminate the continuing cultural 
traditions of local communities.  

2  The State will not set up artificial boundaries between classical, folk, tribal, visual 
and performing metropolitan and rural arts. It will recognize and respect the transitions 
and bridges among these.  

3  The State will promote textual as well as non textual traditions, collection and 
documentation of tangible objects as well as recollection of intangible traditions, their ex 
situ display as well as in situ revitalization.  

4  The State will try to work around existing cultural landscapes, festivals and 
institutions, rather than create new ones to replace them.  

5  The State will be a catalytic agent, to support and advance the traditional 
connection among communities, between their life and their arts, and between forms and 
functions of these arts. It will respect and nourish culture as essential to Eco-specific 
development strategies of communities, geared to resource management and subsistence. 
It will recognize culture as an essential ingredient in development. Effort will be made to 
recognize, embed and develop the cultural component in the programs of all Govt. 
departments, as culture is a component of all departments of life. Culture will not be 
reduced to a mere song and dance act, or to an exclusive concern of the Department of 
Culture.  

6  Cultural impact assessments will be embedded as a component in the formulation 
and implementation of mega developmental projects.  

7  The State will further cross disciplinary dialogues, inter institutional networking 
and decentralized field activity to replenish community identities.  

8  The unique identity and polyvalence of the culture of Chhattisgarh will be 
promoted alongside its relationships and exchanges with cultural provinces and 
neighbourhoods of adjacent states of Chhattisgarh. The community cultural identity and 
landscape of Chhattisgarh will be presented in the national and global perspective.  

9  Bridges will be developed among dialects, and scripts will be developed for 
unscripted dialects. Relations will be promoted with hill and forest based communities 
from the newly formed states, and from other states of the country, and with indigenous 
tribal and analogous communities from other parts of the world.  

10  Application and accumulation of knowledge will be treated as simultaneous rather 
than as isolated processes in culture.  

11  The cultural programmes will be implemented through co-directed initiatives with 
local communities.  



12  There will be a multi dimensioned cultural council with an interdisciplinary 
committee of advisers of eminence and it will be manned by people of high calibre, 
drawn from different arts and disciplines. This center will promote community specific 
cultural programmes with cross-disciplinary content, in hills and forests, in urban, 
suburban and rural areas. 

13  Protection will be offered not only to monuments but also to important cultural 
and physical landscapes, and attempt will be made to promote recognition of relict and 
associated landscapes as World Heritage sites.   

14  Work will be undertaken on the mapping of bio-cultural habitat and socio-
economic and  intellectual background of the communities, and their relationships with 
other organic  and inorganic communities, peopling the surrounding landscape. Efforts 
will be made to salvage and encourage unique and vanishing oral and textual traditions of 
life-enhancing and elements of knowledge, skills and technologies, in their own habitats. 
A Directory of resource persons, who are repositories of such traditions, will be made. 
The resource persons will be assisted to train their peers, pursue their avocations, and 
market their products and services.   

15  Tourism will be developed as a non-invasive instrument of biological, ecological 
and cultural conservation, and not as a bread and circus affair.  

16  Chhattisgarh itself being treated as a living museum space, the in-situ and ex-situ 
exhibition and dissemination initiatives, will be designed as exercises in problem 
assessment  and resolution, and not as passive displays.  

17  Role of women in cultural resource development will be explored; children will be 
provided with cultural space and elbowroom; and cultural access will be promoted for the 
physically and mentally challenged.  

l8  The cultural programme will treat past, present and future as a dynamic continuum 
and not in isolation. Attempt will be made to get the communities to write their own, 
community, specially tribal history, in the background of environmental history, to 
provide a backdrop to the state's efforts to promote community well being and bounty. 
The relevance and contemporaneity of tradition will be examined in the context of 
modernity and progress.   

19.  Culture will neither be treated as a commodity nor as a product, but as a living 
ongoing process. Encouragement will be given to cultural research and literacy, 
appreciation and research, therapy and training, publication, counseling and advocacy. 
The linkages, connecting cultural strategies with poverty alleviation, livelihood security, 
inter group harmony and coexistence; will form planks for policies and programs.  
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List of 56 Protected Monuments of Chhattisgarh State 
 

S.No Name of  Monument Location Distr ict 
1 Kuleshwar Temple Rajim Raipur 
2 Anand Prabhu Kuti Vihar Sirpur Mahasamund 
3 Swastik Vihar Sirpur Mahasamund 
4 Shiv Temple Chandkhuri Raipur 
5 Shiv Temple [Siddheshwar Temple] Palari Raipur 
6 Chitavari Devi Temple Dhobni Raipur 
7 Mavli Devi Temple Tarpongi Raipur 
8 Karneshwar Mahadev Tem. Group. Sihava Dhamtari 
9 Ancient Brick Temple Navagaon Raipur 
10 Ancient Ruined Temple Damaru Raipur 
11 Phanikeshwarnath Mahadev  Temple Fingeshwar Raipur 
12 Shiv Temple Giraud Raipur 
13 Jagannath Temple Khallari Mahasamund 
14 Bhoramdev Temple Chaura Kawardha 
15 Chherki Mahal Chaura Kawardha 
16 Mandawa Mahal Chaura Kawardha 
17 Shiv Temple Ghatiyari Birkha Rajnandgaon 
18 Nagdev Temple Nagpura Durg 
19 Bahadur Kalarin Ki Machi Chirchari Durg 
20 Vishnu Temple Banavarad Durg 
21 Shiv Temple Nagpura  Durg 
22 Megalithic  Monument Kulia Durg 
23 Megalithic  Monument Dhanaura Durg 
24 Ghughusaraja Temple Devkar Durg 
25 Bajrangbali Temple Sahaspur Kawardha 
26 Marhiapat [Ruined temple] Daundilohara Durg 
27 Shiv Temple Sahaspur Durg 
28 Kukurdev Temple Khapri Durg 
29 Megalithic Monument Karhibhadar Durg 
30 Megalithic Monument Karkabhat Durg 
31 Megalithic Monument Bhujgahan Durg 
32 Ancient Temple Daundilohara Durg 
33 Shiv Temple Palari Durg 
34 Shiv Temple Jagannathpur Durg 
35 Gudhiyari Temple Kesharpal Bastar 
36 Battisa Temple Barsur Dantewara 
37 Shiv Temple Chindgaon Bastar 
38 Ancient mounds of brick temple structure Garhdhanaura Bastar 
39 Bauddha Chaitya Vihar of bricks Bhongapal Bastar 
40 Shiv Temple Singhaigurhi Bastar 

 
 
 
 
 
 



41 Shiv Temple  Gumadpal Bastar 
42 Lakshmaneshwar Temple Kharaud Janjgir-Champa 
43 Teen Mazar of Kabirpanthi Satguru Kudurmal Korba 
44 Mahamaya Temple Ratanpur Bilaspur 
45 Ancient Temple Kirarigorhi Bilaspur 
46 Devrani Jethani Temple, Tala Ameri Kampa Bilaspur 
47 Dhoomnath Temple Sargaon Bilaspur 
48 Shiv Temple Ganiyari Bilaspur 
49 Ruined Temple[ near school buil.] Deepadih Sarguja 
50 Shiv Temple  Devtikara Sarguja 
51 Deur Temple Maharanipur Sarguja 
52 Ruined Temple [near rani talab] Deepadih Sarguja 
53 Devi Temple [Chherika Deur] Devtikara Sarguja 
54 Satmahala  Kalcha-Bhadwahi Sarguja 
55 Shiv Temple Belsar - Harratola Sarguja 
56 Rock Shelters Singhanpur Raigarh 
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Purkhauti Muktangan - A Br ief Introduction 
 
Introduction - The Chhattisgarh region (19'45'-23'15' N: 80'25'-84'20' E) 
comprising 16 districts including Raipur, Bilaspur, Durg, Raigarh, Rajnandgaon, 
Sarguja, Bastar has an east-west extent of 385 km. and north-south extent  of 550 
km. and covers  an area of 72940 sq. km. The geological formations in the area 
start from the Achaeans till the late Pleistocene, encompassing Dharwas, 
Cuddapahs, Gondwanas, Traps etc. The region abounds in rich archaeological sites 
and cultural heritage points  right from the Palaeolithic  upto the Historical period, 
varied fauna and flora, rich forests, fertile black soil, tropical red and yellow soils, 
rich mineral wealth (iron, coal, limestone, gold, uranium, tin, etc. and the recently 
discovered diamond deposits) - in short, abundant agricultural and  natural 
resources and an amazing variety of  biocultural resources.   
   
 70% of Chhattisgarh population is rural, 44% of its land is under forest 
cover and it has 3 National parks and 11 wild life sanctuaries. Chhattisgarh is 
culturally very rich, It has diverse tribal populations, which follow different 
lifeways, crafts, faiths and concept of deities.  
 
  The Muktangan is being developed to explain the close nexus between cultural and 
developmental strategies, forms and functions, life and the arts of the communities; to 
demonstrate the contribution the communities can make towards the bounty and well being of 
the state, using its biocultural and natural wealth.   

 

The Project Profile  - The multicultural complex and the open air precinct is 
located 20 km. to the southeast of Raipur and can be distinguished in three 
sections: (a) The Govt. land of 70 acres (b) Private land which is proposed to be 
acquired gradually and (c)  Forest land which forms the fringe area of the proposed 
project.  Departments of Forest and Culture will work together to facilitate the use 
of the forest for the purpose  of staging a display dedicated to bio cultural diversity. 
     
 The proposed site is located 1 km. from the highway approached by a  path 
leading to the village Uparwara.  The site is nearly flat with  negligible variation in 
topography and a slope  towards the periphery on the northern site. Generally, the 
area is devoid of vegetation but represents a good biomass with lot of scope for   
depictions. The right site of the path is meant for the construction of Science Park 
(15 acres) and the Multicultural Center (5 acres), which has an independent access  
and to  the left side is  the proposed Muktangan.  
 
 
Objectives : The main objectives of the project are as follows:  
 
     1.  To create  cultural awareness and preserve bio-cultural diversity. 



2.  To facilitate   sustainable developmental   interventions and look at  their    
     Interface with   traditional knowledge systems.  
3. To promote strategies, based on location specific community resource   and 

subsistence technologies  for man-environment interaction.  
     4.  To   network  with  Govt., Non Govt.,  and other agencies for in situ and ex   
          situ action displays and programmes co directed by communities. 

5. To  identify, recognize, document, revitalize, present and disseminate the 
continuing cultural traditions of local communities, using their help as 
curators and custodians of the Muktangan,  

6. To develop displays  recognizing  transitions and  bridges among classical, 
folk, tribal, visual and performing metropolitan and rural arts.    

7. To work around existing cultural landscapes, festivals and institutions, rather 
than create new ones to replace them.  

8. To negotiate disciplinary dialogues, inter-institutional networking and 
decentralized field activity to replenish life enhancing aspects of local 
identities.  

9. To catalyze application and accumulation of knowledge as simultaneous 
rather than as isolated processes in culture.  

10. To implement cultural programmes through collaboration with local 
communities to replenish life saving aspects of local identities.  

11. To develop tourism   as a non-invasive instrument of biological, ecological 
and cultural conservation.  

12. To develop   Chhattisgarh   as a living museum space, accompanied   by 
exhibition and dissemination initiatives, designed as exercises in problem 
assessment and resolution rather than as passive displays.  

13. To explore the role of women in cultural resource development, provide 
children with cultural space and elbowroom, and promote cultural access for 
the physically and mentally challenged.      

 
Muktangan:-  The Muktangan is  planned as an open air precinct  on an almost 
plain land which offers  every inch  as a space for   display. This piece of land will 
provide a constantly shifting canvas for   exhibitions showing the continuity of 
geological and archaeological resources, primitive tribal art and knowledge 
systems, the contemporary cultures and life sustaining practices in diverse 
temporal and spatial zones.  
    
 
 
 
 In the adjacent forest, the extended   ecological boundaries of the state,  
biocultural diversity and interaction of organic and inorganic, human and non- 
human communities will  form the main theme. Medicine, food and  belief systems  
will be developed inside the forest so that one can have a familiarizations walk 
through the forest.      



                                                      
The initial architectural plan of the site will provide with display of items 

(both primitive and contemporary), with a demarcation of activity areas.  In the 
ground plan, a 3-D map of Chhattisgarh will be prepared for processional 
movement. It will be fenced by earth & brick wall, which will be plastered to take 
terracotta relief describing the folkways of Chhattisgarh. A cobbled pergola 
pathway will be developed along this wall, and plants will be trained on the iron 
work canopy, made by bell metal craftsmen and cast-iron workers from different 
parts of the State. The canopy itself should display the life ways, practices and 
folklore of the people. On both sides of this path will be depicted  the folk trails of 
Chhattisgarh.  

 
 Panels, charts, models  showing different  geological features, heritage sites,  
indigenous knowledge systems, herbal  medicine, agriculture, irrigation, will  form 
components of the display. Flood history, tectonic history, vegetational history, 
lives of the rivers and mountains as dramatis personae will have a place in the 
exhibition.  
 
 Muktangan will have spaces for showing  art, works and dramatic tableaux 
staged by artists from different areas.  
 
 

Other areas   : 

 
1. In the Multicultural Center, the indigenous craftsmen from various 

remote areas will demonstrate, improvise their crafts, 
remanufacture their instruments and recollect their traditions in 
the contemporary context.  Interdisciplinary conversation will be 
established among the arts and the sciences. There will be a 
chance to see spokesmen of community working in a natural 
environment. 

2. The Science Park will depict the story from the Milky Way to the 
origin of Solar System, origin and age of earth, the geological 
time scale, life through the ages, and evolution of man (both 
cultural and physical), man and his attributes (manufacture of 
tools,   invention of fire, community living, rock  art including 
engravings and cup marks, use of multiple tools etc.) and man-
environment, man-land relationship etc. A special focus will be 
provided on Chhattisgarh, to depict the human adventure, in the 
backdrop of geophysical history.   

 
 



 
3. The Children's Park will combine local games with learning about 

Chhattisgarh in the national and global perspective , musical 
fountains, picnic points, slide shows, library, toy shop, snack bar 
and other items which will be changed from time to time .  

 

Architectural Inputs : 

 
In the backdrop of the forest area we will try to show artificially 
 

1) Geological Time Scale with palaeontological correlations  
2) Changing river patterns  
3) Pre and Protohistory (since the arrival of man, 2 million years ago) 
4) Gods of Chhattisgarh, wild walk/ herbal plantation 
5) Water body (proposed enlargement with facilities for boating and other 

aquatic activities). 
 

The water body is a Muktangan related activity which can activate the life 
here and revitalize the activities. After energising the existing water canal a 
probable enlargement of the canal resulting in a pool would be desirable to further 
this cause. The water harvesting of the built area will enhance the water content in 
the canal. All the roof water and surface water drainage will be adequately filtered 
and taken towards the existing trench (canal).  
 

The entry points have been slightly widened and a bend created at the 
junction of the main road avoiding any necessity of providing speed breakers in the 
internal roads, at the same time making the junctions safer by increasing the 
visibility and reducing the speed.  
 

From the main road there are three entry points, one for the Science Centre 
and two for the Muktangan parisar on the opposite side of the road, one of which is 
exclusively for the multicultural center which can function independently. At this 
three point barrier a security post be created and sufficient space be created in the 
form of setbacks to avoid congestion and inconvenience of the traffic of the main 
road. Apart from these posts, close circuit TV, intercom, warlike talkie would be 
provided to take control of the total security of the campus.  
 
Three layers of movement in the precinct top of cultural map of Chhattisgarh  
 

1) Primarily it is the fast movement (vehicular) 
   2) From fast to the medium level of movement; this is meant for the people                

who are interested in specific districts of Chhattisgarh 



3) Slowest movement from the one district to another in clockwise      
movement.  

 
The slow movement path is important because the level will be high and 

contact with nature intimate. But it needs ample shades and resting places, drinking 
water and other facilities.  
 

The main walkway will be smooth but the edges will be made of river 
pebbles   (a waste material from the sand used for building) and finally merging in 
undergrowth.  
 

Electric and water grids, suitable fire hydrant outlets and sumps will be 
created to avoid possible hazards 
 

Just by using traditional materials/conventional technology/used materials 
one does not create environment friendly architecture. To achieve this end we  
propose a proper layering of space both horizontally and vertically in consonance 
with the patterns obtaining  in nature.  
 

All the built areas are proposed to be created in layers to identify a function 
without a strict demarcation of the boundary. Spillover zones will  absorb activities  
outside the functional zones.  This spatial layering will be in tune with the natural 
forest, where a "place" is enclosed with the surroundings. 
 

The functional spaces are designed to be connected with walkways with ample displays, 
low level lighting, underground cabling, pauses, shaded trees planted especially on the west and 
south sides. A motorable service lane will be provided for goods transport, maintenance and 
movement of physically challenged people. With the dilution of boundaries of the functional 
spaces (with open courts, free standing columns, display walls) it will be necessary to highlight 
the entry point, identifiabley and visibley with the help of a taller structure (toran like) denoting 
the entrance.   

 
The functional spaces will be established in mutuality and correspondence 

with the internal pavements/roads/network to the outside approach roads.  
 
The Muktangan will be nonbuilt rather than built form, dedicated to this 

dismuseumization rather than museumization, to recollection of traditions rather 
than mere collection of objects, to rejoining rather than disjunction of museum 
texts and community cultural contexts. The architecture will, therefore, be shaped 
around and in response to this programmatic charter.      
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